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In the prefcnt appeal to t!ie public, I am fully iispreScd 
Avith the fentimcnts of Ovid in my motto. The ftory I 
am going to relate is, in all its circumftances, fo atrocious, 
and the perpetrators of the villanies in it are fo aban- 
Qoned, that 1 fnould be afliamed to contend with them, 
if the Aveak and credulous did not conftitute the majo- 
rity of mankind ; and it were not a greater opprobrium t9 
yield the llighteft claim to the lowefh villany, than to fub- 
mit to the apparent indignity of defeating it. 

All ihofe who hsve attended to the increafing reputatloa 
of Velnos' Vegetable Syrup recolleft the cafe of Mrs, 
Swainfon as the firll which proved its efficacy in a paHy. 
I was then in bufinefs in a defirable and improvabl* 
fituation, and under no temptation to embark in difhonou- 
jable adventures; but having «ver had a ftrong difpofitioB 
to letters, having obferved that all the great improvements 
■in the practice of phyfic had been made by empirics or 
by chance; and having feen etfefts of the Vegetable Syrup 
much beyond the power of any medicine now in Mk, I 
propof'"d to Dr. Mercier to purchafe Velnos' recipe for 
preparing it, as the Doftor was advancing in years, and 
had never, in my opinion, taken the proper meafurcs t* 
render the medicine known. 

The price agreed upon, in money and annuities, 
amounted iq four thujand pounds and an attorney of the 
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Temple, whofe name is Moxjlsixale, drew up the deetk 
ftf agreement. The obligation of payment devolved 
upon me, on Dr. Mcrcier's delivering Velnos' recipe 
into my hands, on oath, before « inafter in Chancery, 
■vvitkout having difclofed its contents to any perfon in the 
world ; to the attorney,, to the witnefles, or to myfelf. At 
the time of fignijig the deeds, the recipe was taken 
dut of an iron box, in which it was depofited by De Vel- 
nos, delivered to me as his original recipe before Mr. Wil- 
iTiot, a mailer in Chancery, and returned by me into the 
fame box, which is in my poffeffion. 

At this time Burrows and Hodibn, who had pretended 
to be in polTeirion of this recipe, without giving even 
a plaufible tale of the mode of obtaining it, feemed to 
have given up their idle and groundlefs pretences : but 
the cafes brought forward by me, and the manner in which 
I advertifed, regiltered cures, and communicated the efFcfts 
.©f my experience, rouzed their miferable inventions ; and 
they reiterated their contradiftory aiTertions, as if on 
purpofe to give me an opportunity of refuting them. 

When I thought 1 had cut off the heads of the Hydra, 
and that I might apply myfelf wliolly to prepare and 
adminifter a medicine, which is daily Ihcwing new pro- 
perties and powers, I was furprifed by an inftance of au- 
dacious depravity, of which 1 had imagined human nature 
incapable. 

1 received a letter from Moulfdale, the attorney, above 
mentioned, a copy of which is infened in the margin, 

alTerting, 



* To Mr. S W A I N S O N. 

"SIR, 

" 1 being in poflellion of the receipt for making and preparing 
Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, with all the valuable ingredients, and 
alfo.thofc that Mercier omitted to make the Syrup Icfs expenfivc ia 
preparing and fubrtituting A — m — ny. 

" Peter Mevcier (whom you fuecced) having clandcflinely con. 

ii'ved with his countryman, John L , to defraud me of a bona 

jidc debt of 195 1. and upwards, to prevent my recovering payment, 
Mercier, juft before his departure from England, voluntarily madfe 
an affidavit, purporting tJiat he underftood I was not to be paid by 

L having fo agreed — upon condition of L not writing 

10 Switzerland that Mercier had taken over his and natural 

|bn, and left his wife in England, and other matters. That affida- 
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felTt'iting, that he pofTeffed the recipe, and propoiing not 
to injure my property in it, if I would give him two 
hundred guineas. Though in the Ihort tranfailion of fet- 
tling the agreement between me and Dr. Mercier, 
Moulfdale had made fo many efforts to entangle and em- 
barrafs us, that I was at laft but barely prevented from 
kicking him out of my houfcj and though the falfekoods 

in the letter itfelf, refpc£ling Dr. Mercier and Mr. L , 

rendered the whole undeicrving of credit, yet I deter- 
mined to examine into the nature of the artifice to which 
the wretch could have recourfe, I had no difllculty, but 
A 3 on. 



v5t was made to fiiniftion L ■ in his impofitions on the public, 

to can-y about in his pocket, to induce his friends to believe, thut 
what he had informed them, for the purpofe of borrowing monies 
and getting goods on credit, under falfe pretences, was ftriftly true, 

and that affidavit has prevented the friends of L from affifl- 

ing him to difcharge my demand, as fuppofing not founded in truth, 
from the affidavit of a man vvhofe character is as unpeachabic us 
the m.itters contained in that affidavit. 

" 1 thought proper to retaliate upon Mercier, and to difpofe cf 
that receipt as an indemnity to myfelf, and have rcafon to believe 
that you are apprized thereof, and have caufed application to be 
made to me. It is not my intention to injure you, but to retaliate 
upon Mercier— in cafe you are difpofed to pay me zoo guineas, X 
will deliver over the receipt to you, witJi proper affidavits and feci;- ' 
rity not to divulge the fccret, znd alio afiign you over the debt of 
19s h and upwards, due from L to me, and ftipport the lega- 
lity of that debt, not being dcfirous to profit hy the bafenefs and 
treachery of any man, hut at all events to fecurc my own property, 
attempted to ke wreftcd from mc by one Swifs to ferve another ; 
and in order to relnnl/nrfe yourfcif, you can frop payment of the 
annuities. In cafe you do not think proper to accede to my jull 
propofal, I Ibal!, without farther notice, advertife the feveral ingre- 
dients, and where to Le purchafec; the method of mi>ang and pre- 
paring the Syrnp, and firft cod of each isottle, in p.ii the public pa- 
pers in town and country, that the public may accommodate them- 
fclves, and prepare their own Syrup at a trifling expence,— in ordn- 
efteftually to lay the Syrup open, and by that means prevent Mer- 
cier not only receiving his annuity, but in vending the Syrup; and 
though not a pecuniary latlsfaaion, ftdl great to me to have it in. 
i»y power to retaliate on a man who has attempted to deprive mc 
oi my property. 

" I beg your anfvver by the bearer; 

" And am, Sir, 

*' Your humble fervant. 

Brick Court, Temple, «' R. MOULSDALE.* 

Sc^t. 6, 1785, 
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•n one account. Praftitioners of a certain cHara£|-cr aff# 
flile in the law are never at a lois for a fufficient number 
of knights of the pojl, who Avear literally as they are di- 
reiled. An attorney who had been employed in drawing 
^ecds, which, though they did not exprefs a fuigle ingre^ 
dient of the Vegetable Syrup, had in them feveral confi- 
dential circumflances, who could damn his rcputatioa- 
even by pretending, that he had abufed that confidence, 
furrcptitioiifiy to obtain the recipe ; would not fcruple to 
jjroduce fallc affidavits, in any number, to give plaufibility 
to the ftory he had^ formed. This danger from MoulA 
^ale was repeatedly urged upon me by my friends : but 
there is fotcething in truth and honefty, united with a 
little fpirit, which villany can never avercorae : 1 there- 
fore determined to go to Mr. Moulfdale, accompanied by- 
Mr. Cooper, printer, in Drury Lane, whofe charaftcr for 
integrity and honour I need not proclaim to his ilighteft 
.Kcqiiaintance ; and whole teftimony would outweigh ^■ 
rhoufand a^darvit-makers brought by Mr. Moulfdale,. 
Mr. Cooper took minutes of what palTcd, and the foUov/^ 
ing i* an exa£l copy of them. The original of all the 
papers given or alluded to here lie open for infps6tio« 
at Mr. Swainfon'f, in Frith Street,. 

MEMORANDUM, 

I went this morning, in company with Mr. Swainfor", 
<© Mr. MoulfdaK;, an attorney, at No. 4, Brick Court, 
Temple, who has advertifed for fale what he called a true- 
•opy of the receipt to make Velnos' Vegetable Syrujx 
Mr. Moufdale, in my prefence, talking about the receipt^ 
cxprcifed himfclf in thefc words : Dr. Mercier was witll 
*' me on the day the bufinefs was fettled finally between 
" you and him, (fpeaking to Mr. Swainfon,) and left 
*' fome loofe papers upon my delk, which I did not per- 
" ceive till the next morning, which on looking over I 

found the receipt to make the Syrup among tiiem. I 
" laid to my wife, I'll give the Doftor thefe papers again, 
" which I did, and he thanked me a thoufand times, and 
*' wondered how he could leave them behind him. I did 
" not know then that I had this receipt, but my wife 
" had feen it, and copied it upknown to me." 

Sf^i, %y 1785^, J. COOPER. 

Though 



Though I knew it nearly impoffible that Dr. Klercler 
Hiould have carried in a pocket-book, and leave at thsr 
Templs a recipe which he never hazarded out of an iron 
box, and that Moulfdale would not offer for two hundred 
guineas what he knew had coft mc four thoufand, and 
which I would not part with for ten 5 I thought it ne-. 
cclTary to come into defer quarters with fo pra£lifed a 
fcoundrel. I therefore faid, before Mr, Cooper, it was 
impoffible I Ihould think of giving him any thing to fe- 
cure my property until 1 knew he was in poffeflion of it» 
Hemuftname the ingredients to me, or read the recipe. 
He then defired Mr. Cooper might withdraw, and read 
u> me the following lift of ingredients : 

Mountain flax, Angelica root, 

Burdock root, Comfry root, 

Polypody, Liquorice root. 

Wood fage, Wood laurel, 

Sarfapareila, Red landers, 

Dandelion, Orange peel, 

I'could hardly hold in my laughter while he was gravely 
pronouncing the articles. Not a pilfering footman had ever 
left Dr, Mercier or myfelf who could not have produced 
a better recipe for a common decoftion. For as it has 
been our pra£lice to cure the poor gratis, we are teized 
and obliged to give away thoufands of bottles in a year of 
a flight docoflion, where the Vegetable Syrup would b* 
either unneccfiary or improper. The preparation of this 
dcco6tion we never make any fecret of; nay it is generally 
and openly done by a fervant ; and there is hardly an apo- 
tijecary in the kingdom who has not been furnifhed by 
our fcrvants with a recipe for the decoftion, much more 
full and accurate than Mr. Moulfdale. But there is not 
in the dccoclion, or in Mr. Moufdalc's lift, any ingredient 
of the Vegetable Syrup of De Velnos', except one ; this I 
will affcrt at any time- on oath; and every praftitioncr ia 
Bngland will lee that no diforder could be cured by- 
Mr. Mouhclale's decoction'. 1 therefore turned on my 
heel, and on leaving his chambers, faid, he might do 
what he pleafed with his recipe, that I would not give 
Kim two pence to conceal it, that he was a complete fcoun- 
dvel, and that as fuch I Ihould always treat him. 

A 4 la 
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Ift the evening I had the honour of an «piflle from * 
Moulfdale's wife, to whofe honefl. prudence and induftry 
her huiband laith he owes the pofleffion of the recipe. 

This 



• To Mr. S W A I N S O N. 

"SIR, 

" I have juft been informed that you called on Mr. Mcxilfdale 
ih'is morning, and propofcd buying in the recipe Of Velnos' Vega- 
abic Symp, provided tliat he firft repeated over the names of tlic 
feveral in redients ufed in the faid Syrup, which he did. I fee the 
«"rift of your application clearly, under the pretence of purchafing, 
JO induce him to name the ingredients, to give you an opportunity 
ro deny them. Mr. Moulfdale would never have thought of felling 
the recipe, but to reimburfe himfelf the amount of the money 
vhich Mercier has attempted to defraud him of; and as you are 
pksled to deny the ingredients, I mufl be under the necefljty to 
■jnform you, that your aflirtion is intirely falfc, which you in your 
own confcieiice know. The papers of Mercier came into my 
hands, amongft which was a letter, from the late De Velnos , 
with every particular relative to the medicine, and the feveral in- 
gredients an! proportions made ufe of therein, and am furprizei 
you fhould attempt to deny them. As to the receipt not being 
the fame may want explaining. Did not Mercier buy the ingredi- 
irnts from Dickfun in Govern Garden ? And I wiil prove, that, for 
the fake of m-ore profit, Mercier omitted feme of the moft valu- 
sbie and expenfivc ingredients, particularly farfaparella, and in lieu 
thereof fubftitutcd the cheap and infignificant root called butchers" 
V.room, and fo penurious, that, with a view to get the ingredients 
cheaper, he left Dickfon, and purchafed (he Vegetables froai Mr. 
Eutlcr, cB credit ; and I have alfo in njy poUtlHon Butler's bills of 
the Vegetables, f jld at different times, correfponding with the re- 
cipe by me copied, and you know you yourlelf at this time pur- 
th-ife the fimc ingredients from Mr. Butler; and if occation I 
will publickly call on Butler to prove the fiift. Under thefe cir- 
eumftances and pofitive fafts, with what face can you deny the 
ingredients? I will alfo prove, that by Mercier's robbing the me- 
dicine of the valuable und expenfive ingredients he was under the 
iieceffity to fubftitutc antimony. And therefore as you have de- 
nied the truth, and declined the propofal made you, no b'ame tan 
lye upon me for making it known to Dr. Burrows; and I and my 
laiifDand will verify to the public the truth of the recipe and the 
adulteration, and if tiot to him, to the public at large, with a ve- 
rification of ihefafts; though not with any intention of injuring 
you, but as fome facisfaction for the inflilt and injury wilfully done 
by Mercier, with the aggrcvation of a voluntary and falfc amdavit| 
60 deprive Mr. Moulfdale from recovering his property. 
" I am, Sir, 

'* Vour humble fcrvant, 
Pimlico, MARGARET MOULSDALK.*' 

Sept. 8, 1785. 
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This letter relieved my friends from a« apprehenfion, 
grounded on Mouldfdale's charafter, that he might pro- 
duce perfons to fwear I had acknowledged the authenticity 
of his recipe : for it ftates falfe reafons for my denying it, 
and accounts for Moulfdale's knowledge of the paltry de- 
coftiou, by his having obtained polTeffion of fome drug- 
gills bills to Dr. Mercier, which, containing no fecrets, 
were never prcferved with care. It may be ufeful to Bur- 
rows, Hodfon, Moulfdale, Baylis, and to any neccffitous im- 
poftor who may pretend to De Velnos' recipe — to know 
that it contains not a fmgle ingredient of the growth or 
produce of Great Britain; nor are they mentioned in any 
pharmacopeia; that it is written in Latin, which muft 
create a difhcuity in purloining it, which a purchafed 
di^lo7na will not get over, which would defeat the arts of 
a low-bred pettifogger, and puzzle the provident difcretiou 
even of Moulfdale's wife. 

Defeated in his attempts on me, Moulfdale tried the ' 
credulity of the public, and the following advertifement ■ 
appeared : 

Vdnoi'i Fcge table Sp'ujy, Anti'veiiersal and Antijcorbutick ' 
Recipe. 

*< To be fold, the true and g<inuine Recipe to make and 
prepare Veinos's Vegetable Syrup, as prepared by the late 
Mr. de Velnos and his^ fucceifor, Peter Mercier. This 
Recipe will be verified on oath, if required, with all apper- 
taining circumftanceS', to the fatisfiifuon of thcpurchaj'cr, 
or any eminent doftor in phyfic, furgeon, or other perfoa 
the purchafer fliall name, and that the advertifer hath nor, 
nor will hereafter, divulge the fecret, and for the perform* 
aiice thereof give bond fecurity, and warrant the truth of 
tlie recipe againft the prctenfions of all perfons whatever. 

. " To prevent unnecelTary trouble, the loweft price ia 
two hundred guineas, not being the twentieth part of the 
intrinfic value, -as the advertifer will make appear ' and 
that the fa-.d medicine is now, and for near twenty >years 
iaft paft hr.th been in the greateft repute. 

*' Apply to Mr. Moulfdale, attorney, No. 4, Brick 
Court, Middle Temple," 

I conHdered it unworthy of an anfwer, on the fuppoli- 
tion tnat x tranfaft on of this nature would not bear the 
light, €7sn in the hands of Mouifdalcr J attributed the 
A 5 . ICBg 



Jong TiIeHce that cnfued to fome apprefienfions^ he might 
faave, that Dr. Mercier would come over and get him 
firuck off the roll, or tried at the Old Bailey. But 1 vvaa 
Biiftaken, for an additional charafter was brought into the 
fcene, with which I muft make my readers a little ac- 
quainted, as they will not otherwife undcrftand thea-nnexed 
letter, and they may wifli to kn»w a pcrConage who would 
"vv:c!d an indrument fo important to the health of the pub- 
lic as Vclnos' Vegetable Syrup. A lady, with whom Dr, 
Mercier has been long acquainted, lodged for fome time 
in the boufe with a Mr. Baylis, who kept a little earthen- 
ware ftall in St. James's market, and was then in great 
^iftrefs. Dr. Mercier, partly from a regard to the intercft 
«f the lady, and partly from that humanity for which his 
*hara6):er has been ever eftecmed, lent Baylis money, and 
procured him predit at Birmingham in the hardware bufi- 
nefs, in which the lady was to have a fliarc. This not only 
explains Baylis's reference to a connexion with Dr. Mer- 
cier, but accounts for the acrimony with which Baylis re- 
peats the calumnies of Moulfdale againft him ; for having 
never paid the money advanced for him by Dr. Mercier, 
and it being the nature of ingratitude to add venom to tha 
malignity of a depraved mind, Baylis enters with virulence 
into the plan of depredation on the property cenfigned ta 
W»e by Dr. Mercier. 

Meffrs. Pearfon and P.ollafon are printers and bookfellers 
of great reputation at Birmingham, and have been for years 
the folc country agents of Dr. Mercier and myfelf in the 
liale of the Vegetable Syrup, Baylis, who now appears 
inthe.charaaer of a Doaor, knew this fa£V, from having 
accompanied Dr. Mercier to Birmingliam to obtain credit 
in his new profeffion of a hardware man, as well as from 
the public papers. Whether a partnerfliip took place be- 
tween Baylis and Moulfdale, or the former purchafed the 
pretended recipe for Velnos' Vegetable Syrup from the 
latter, is a faft of little confequcnce : their letters prove 
them very fit for a parinerfnip; and if Baylis has been 
»luped by Moulfdale, no honeft man v.-ill pity him. 

The firll intimation I received of B.iylis's embarkation 
in this dilhonorable bufinefs was from the annexed letter, 
to Mr. RoiUron, ^Y^l9 treated it v/ith the filent contempt 

- which. 
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which a cliflioneft defign covered over with calumny dc-- 
ferved 

As the h\c of the Syrup in the coutitry has never been 
a coufiderablc objeftwith Dr. Mcrcicr or myfelf, it being 
liable to injury or adulteration in al. .oft atiy hands but 
our own, impoftors have oiFered their boUleft Tnd 'Tioft inn- 
probable pret^nfions without contro-U or coniradifition in. 
the diftaut to'>vns and villages of the kingdom. This be- 
ing knowji to Bayhs, I imagined he m'^ant to embark 
againft Burrows and Hodfon in vending Vegetable Syrup,-, 
which no weather could ferment, and 710 negligence injure. 

But I was undeceived by the follcwing advertiiemcnt : 

** Felnos's Original Vegetable Sjrup. 
*' Dr. Bayiis having in his pra8ice experienced the 
great efFcfl of this medicine, when duly prepared, in all. 
fcoibutic, venereal, and their complicated cafes, even after 
repeated falivations has failed, has been induced to purchafe . 

A 6. the 



Mr. R O L L A S O N. 

" S I R, 

*' Havirin in connexion with another gentleman pirrohafcd the- 
original receipt for preparing Velnos' Vegetable Syt np, warranted 
upon oath from Mr. MouifJdie, attornev, in the'Temple, which 
was left with him hy Dr. Mercier, and which he folJ to .1. .( re- 
pay himfelf a ftim oi'mcney which he looked upon the D.)!b had 
defrauded him of. 

" You inay perhaps recollefi: me by name, when I inForn: voii 
I was with you about three or four years ago in procuring fome of 
your Birmingham articles for going into coniicdion with Doftor 
Mercicr and Mrs. Mcran. As I kno -v you forme, ly ve.-.ded this 
medicine for Dr. M. fo I would wlfh the advantage fhonld be 
cc-!}rinued to you; will' therefore be obliged for a line in anfwer, 
fignifying if it would he agreeable to you or net, and what allow ' 
aace you ufually had for feding it, which would oblin-e, 
"SIR, ' 

" Your humble fcj-vant, 

" EDVvTARD BAYLIS, M.'D. 

^' The civilities T received at Birmingham, (hould be happy to. 
return to you or yours upon any occafion. If you fhculd not 
thufc to vend this medicine for us, will be obliged to you if yon - 
could recommend us a proper and fafe perfon in your town." 

^o. 13, Great Mary-le-boJie Street, Cavc»4i.flj Square,. 
QtvMi 10, 178^, / . . 



ulie genuine receipt, -warranted opon oath before a mafter 
!!i Chancery, and that it is prepared from vegetables onlr, 
and not to contain a particle of either mercurial or antimo- 
rial preparation whatever. The Doftor begs leave to re- 
eommend it to the gentlemen of the faculty in general, 
and to pledge his honour of its fuccefs upon thofe delicate 
tonftitutions which cannot bear a courle of mercury, or 
have been injured thereby. The rheumatifm, confump- 
tion, nervous difeafes, &c Sec. and even the palfy, which 
frequently owe their origin to a fcorbutic habit, has been 
repeatedly and effeiStually cured by a courfe of this medi- 
cine. 

" The Syrup is fold at the Doftor's houfc, No. 13, 
Great Mary-le-bone Street, Cavendifh Square, who may 
be confulted, gratis, any time before eleven in the fore- 
noon, or between two and three in the afternoon." 

I thus anfwercd it .• 

*' Velnos' Original Vegetable Syrup, fj>re- 
fared by Isaac Swainson, Joie Proprietor, and only 
Succejfor to M. De Felnos, and Dr. Mercier, at No. 21, 
Frit/i S treat. So ho. ) 

** The wonderful efficacy and increafing reputation of 
this excellent medicine, as a fpecific in the nioft dreadful 
confequences of venereal infeftion, and generally fucccfs- 
ful in fcorbutic, fcrophulous, paralytic, rheumatic, and all 
ether cafes arifing from obftruflcd pcrfpiration, and a dif- 
cafcd ftate of the blood, have produced numerous pre- 
tenders to a knowledge of its ingredients, who have con- 
figned themfelv€S to infamy, by attempting to invade the 
property of Mr. Swainfon. 

He fincerely regrets being fo often obliged to warn the 
public againft the artifices of neceflitous impoftors, as dan- 
gerous to thofc who feek relief from the Vegetable Syrup, 
as they are injurious to him. 

" Dr. Baylis has juft inlifted himfelf among thcfe pre- 
tenders, affuring the public, he has purchafed a recipe, au- 
thenticated upon oath before a mafter in Chancery. Mr. 
Swainfon thinks it his duty to guard the credulous and un- 
wary againft fuch infinuations ; and he pledges his credit, 
which he hopes to be unimpeachcd, to convince any perfon 
who will call in Frith Street, that no man in England, but 
himfelf; has purchafed, or is in pojieliion of the recipe, 

for 



C 13 3 

for preparing Velnos' Vegetable Synjp. If the intereft of 
Mr. Swainlbn were not concerned, iiis humanity to the 
unfortunate, and his defire to relieve the aSiiftcd, would 
induce him to repeat hii warnings againft all preparations, 
under the name of De Velnos, not made according to the 
recipe left by himfelf in Frith Street. 

The variety and multitude of extraordinary cures which 
have lately been made under the diredion of Mr. Swaiu- 
fon, and which are the principal ftimulants to the inven- 
tion of impoftors, induce him carneftly to itnprefs on the 
public the expediency of having recourfe lo his opinioa 
and alTiftance in all cafes of the leaft difficulty 

The whole tranfaftion may be thus ftated : — Moulfdalc, 
an attorney, employed by Dr. Mcrcicr and rnyfelf to 
draw up the covenant, by which the recipe for preparing 
Velnos' Vegetable Syrup was transferred to me, pretends 
to be injured by an affidavit of Dr. Mercier's, purporting 
that Moulfdale had engaged to conduft a Chancery fuit 
for Mr. Liardet, and to pay himfelf out of the advantages 
to be obtained. To be revenged on Dr. Mercier, he at- 
tempts to invade my property, and produces a recipe as that 
of De Velnos, for which he demands two hundred gui- 
neas, though it be as common a recipe for dccodiions, and 
as well known to all apothecaries and druggifts in the 
kingdom as that for preparing the Pil: Rufi, or even the 
method of making waier-gruel. On having luch a plan 
of extortion treated with contempt, he is joined by Dr, 
Baylis in calumniating Dr. Mercier, to whom Baylis has 
been indebted for bread, in order to deprive me of the be- 
nefits of an expenfive purchafe, though it be not pretended 
that 1 have injured or offended either of thefe adventurers. 
If therefore any man can be fo weak or fo depraved as to 
credit fuch a flory as is fabricated, or fuch a medical pre- 
paration as is produced by fuch men, under the name of 
Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, he will deferve all the confe- 
quences to be apprehended from their farther machinations 
itn the profecution of this difhonourable and miichievous 
bufmefs. 

J. S W A I N S O N, 
No. »i; Frith Street, SqIio, 

Nov. i8, 1785, 
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While thefe cautions were in the prefs, a fmall pnift'phler 
was brought to me, on the fubjeft of Velnos' Vegetable 
Svrup, figned Edward Bay lis, M. D, 

I had a difficulty in recognizing a man whom I had 
known in a fliort fpace of time, firft. an earthenware, then 
an hardwareman, and then a porter to an apothecary at- 
Chelfea. It was in the laft capacity, 1 fuppofe, he Jij'.died 
phyfic, and acquired thofe notions of tlic importance of 
confulting phyhcians winch are detailed in this bloated com-- 
pofition of conceit and diflaonefty, of plagiarilm and 
nonfenfe. It muft have been in this capacity of porter 
that he could have known any thing of " the firft gcntlc"- 
** nie» •£ the faculty which (he fays) he has the honour 

to be acquainted with /« his pra^ice," p. r. 

In the favTic page he adds, it was the excellence of the 
medicine (of Dr. Mercier's and mine, not the recipe of 
Moulfdalc's wife,) " that induced Dr. Baylis to pur-' 
chafe the genuine receipt, tRfiified upun oath; which afri-- 
davit any purchafer, for greater fatisfa£lion, may have rc- 
courfc to." Who IS not ftruck with awe at the fclf-im-- 
portance of Doctor Baylis ? And what condefcenhonk' 
in fo exalted fo upright a chara£ler to guard the purity 
of an invaluable medicine ? But why not give a copy of' 
Moulfdaie's affidavit on the occafion of felling his wife's 
recipe for Velnos' ? I dbubt any affidavit- being made. 
For Moulfdale has long hav/tced the old nvonmn's receipt. 
He offered it to Burrows and Hodfon, who rejeflcd it wiih 
fcorn, as much inferior ev^-n to what they poffciTcd. 

In a phrafeology which indicates the habits of his for- 
mer employments, he fays, *' he has experienced the- 
*' mofl favourable-opinion of the Vegetable Syrup from re- 

peatcd trials." Thef« trials muft have been made bc- 
jFore Mrs. Moulfdale fabricated, as flic would infinuate^ 
her recipe from her bills, or fragments of druggifts bills, 
in Dr. Mercier's pocket-book. 

He again (p, 5.) recurs to his medical confequence, 
and fays, that in this nefarious bufincfs he has " received' 
*' encouragement from all the learned and liberal part of 
" the profeffion with whom he has any connexion in prac«- 
" tice." What gentleman of the medical faculty vvould 
have any connexion with Baylis, becaufe he has the im- 
pudence to call himfeif a Doftor, 01 may hav£ purchafs4 
a diploma ftom a poor Scotch Uhiverfity 5 who may have 

addc^ 



C 15 ] 

added to its IIll: of diplomatized fharpers and" uncertificated 
bankrupts, the miferabie porter of an apothecary ? This 
title would have been granted Moulfdale, even in his for- 
mer capacity of a checfemonger j or to Moulfdalc's wife, 
who certainly, in a medical view, is the fupcrior genius to 
Baylis or her hulband. 

But the medical gentlemen he has in his eye are thofe 
who have given their atteftations to cafes under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Mercier. Thefc cafes Baylis has garbled and 
purloined into his pamphlet ; imagining the public would 
have the folly to believe the cures were performed by 
the recipe given to Baylis by Moulfdale's wife. 

The affefted pomp of this low-bred and needy irapoftor, 
dragged diflionourably through the meaneft occupations 
into the dignity of an empiric for the fale of a wretched 
deccdlion, and even that furreptioufly obtained, would be 
incredible, if not given in his own words, (p, 5.) " Thcfe 
" weighty confiderations, with many others equally im- 
*' portant, induced the proprietor to ftep out of the 
*' line of regular praillce, and to make pnblic to the- 
" world his determination of faithfully preparing Mr. 
" De Velnos' genuiue original Vegetable Syrup; and that 
*' however others may have deviated in this refpeft from 

the original receipt, nothing fliall induce him to alter 
" one article or ingredient therein, as warranted upon oath 
" by Madam De Velnos, an extraii of whofe affidavit is 
*^ hereunto annexed." 

What delicacy refpefting his line of life ! Baylis is iii 
the diieftline of the praflice of his life, in pillaging my 
publications, and fubftituting an infignificant deeoftion, as 
a jemedy for thofe diforders which are relieved, and cuied 
•nly by the Vegetable Syrup of Mr, De Velnos. 

Until I had fcenBaylis's wretched pamphlet on the fub- 
ject of this impofturc, I had fome relufraace in ranking 
him with Moulfdale and his medical confort, and thought 
it poffible he had been their dupe. But the low and un- 
principled artifice with which he adopts the experience and 
language, and even copies the cafes pubiilhed in Frith 
Street, fuppreffingthe names of the real proprietors, and 
attempting to fupport with their credit an ufelefs pepara- 
tiou from Mrs, Moulfdale's recipe : Thefe are inftances 
•/ 4piibtt:ate ^ntl villainous dilkoneAv'-, yy^Jjich may link 



liim to Moulfdalc's heart, if the hearts of fucti men ca» 
be united. 

And he may probably fay with antient Piftol, 

" I'll live by Nym, and Nym fhall live by me» 
" And friendOiip fliall combine, and brotherhood. 

** Is not this juft ?" 

I muft repeat what I have often obferved, and what the 
refpefl I owe my friends and the public requires of mc, — 
that I fliould not foil my fingers with fuch chara6lcrs as 
have attempted to invade my propertv, if there were not 
a poffibility that Mrs. Moulfdalc's decoftion, poifoned 
with antimony or corrofive fublimated mercury, may be 
impofed on the unfufpe<51ing and credulous, and prevent 
the benefit which the affli-fted might receive from the ge- 
libiine Syrup of Mr. DeVelnos'. 

J . S W A I N S O N, 

r<Q, 2 1, Fritli Sufcct, Scho, 
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^.4? f^to-Wtng. CV R ES have been lately perfvrmed under 
ihe Diremon of Mr. SWAINSON, and he takes this 
0j-f:r- ' ■ ''' h utting them to the public, 

P A .L S Y. 

To Mn S W -A, I N S O N. 

J 'Birmingham, 
" ' ' J^avigation 0.$ct;^ Sept. 28, i785« 

I had lain under a violent rheumatic pain in my head fot 
a confidcrabie time, when about eight years ago I was ad- 
vif^dto the c*i!d bath j the fuil vinmorfion rolirvod mc fi'om 
the pain, b\it brought; on n parni',{ic ct.iwj^»lui»it, '.vhich for 
a fhorttinic d-privc<1tnc of ixiy men'vul faculties, the uCe of 
my left fide, and l!ie i:ghi of U.ot eye ; my (acuhies nuil the 
fight of the eye were in a few nionths rcliorcd by nicdical 
afliftancc, cle6l:ricity, and fca-batiiing ; the kl'i udc con- 
tinued very weak and helplcls : the leveiiiy of the two laft 
wintei's, or feme other caufe unknown, very much impai red 
my remaining health and ftrcngtb, infomuch that I wns 
apprehenfive of a deep cojifumption, and the near ap- 
proach of my diffolution : my left leg fwelled very much, 
and became difcoloured and very painful near the ancle j 
my left eye extremely weak; my breath fliort and foetid, 
and my fpirits low. In this fituation it was natural t9 
wifh for relief, and I was prevailed upon to take a few 
bottles of your Syrup, although the Tpring was fo very 
cold and feverc : before I had taken four bottles, the fwel- 
lipg and pain of my leg were removed ; the circulation of 
my left fide and the ufc of it mtich increafcd, and my left 
eye very much ftrengthcncd j my breath became fweet, and 
my fpirits lively and chcarfuU During the whole time I 
continued taking your Syrup, viz. from February to the 
latter end of April. I perceived my health, ftrength, and 
fpirits, gradually incrcafe, and can with great plealure, fa- 
tisfaftion, and gratitude, fay, that in thefe refpc6ts I never 
was better. My left fide ftill continues i-ather weak, and 
the perfcft ufe is not quicc reftored, but hope a few bottles, 
which I intend to take next fpring, will, with the bleffing 
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of God, quite rellore itj and I doubt not but it wou!c3 
DOW have been perfecV, had the winter and- fpring been Icf« 
fevere. 

I am^ Sir, 

With the trueft refpcft, 

Your grateful humble fervant, 

JOHN RIDYARD, 

Supprejfwn of, the MenfeT. 

Mary Lewclyv, lately a fervant to Mrs. Farren, M(5a-- 
iDouth Street, Bath, took a violent cold in December 1784^ 
■which occafioned a total fuppreffion of the menfes, at^ 
tended by oedemateous fwellings of the legs and feet. In-^ 
dtirations appeared in various parts of the body, refembling 
boils covered V'ith leprous fcales', which fell off, and were 
fuccceded by others. Her appetite and ftrength declined, 
and her condition became extremely wretched; She had' 
been attended by aphyGcian and by two eminent furgeons 
at Bath, and flie hjd tried the waters with no beneflciat 
effe£l:. In this miierab'c itate flie was recommended to 
the Infirmary at 'Briftol as to the laft afylum of defpairing 
wretchednefs, when flje was fortunat-ely advifed to try the 
Vegetable Syrup of Mr. De Velnos. lit fix days it 
brought on the periodical difcharge, and in three week* 
perfe£lly compleated a cure. 

cafe is only one of many in the poffeffon of Mr. 
Swai-nfon, in lohich the - Vegetable Syrup of Mr. De Velnos 
has rrmcnjed the -various and dreadful rffe8s of the irregu^ 
larity, obfiruBions or fupprejjion af the menfe:. A > 'women 
in fit nations of this kind have recourfe- to dangeroips expe- 
dients and <vioknt remedies, he thinks it as much his duty as 
his inter efl to point 9ut a relief, lahich is at once rffeSu^ 
and harmlefs. 

Farther information of this cafe may be had of Mr.- 
Pke, printer,, at Briftol. 



VENEREAL DISEASE. 



On the prefcnt occafion it is fufficicnt to fay of this medi- 
cine, what cannot be faid of any other in the world, that 
// has nenxer failed a perfeft cure in the venereal di(~ 
cafe, whatever malignity it had acquired, either by time 
or mifmanagemcnt ; that patients in great numbers have 
been fent as incurable to Frith Street from all the moil 
eminent phyficians and- furgeons in London, and have 
been all cured ; and that not a fingls paiicit :a the prac- 
tice of twenty years has ever been fent from Frith Street 
to any medical praflitioner on earth. Mr. Swainfon 
\vould reft the credit of the Syrup on this faft, which is 
cafily and cltarly fufceptible of proof or confutation, 

Mrs. L — , of Birmingham, was put on a cour£» 

•f Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, (in May, 17S5,) for a vene- 
real complaint of long continuance ;. for which flie had 
been under the cai-c of every furgcon of eminence at Bir- 
mingham, without any apparent benetit. She had many 
large vcnereal ulcers on the body, and a caries of the fhin 
bone, which was pronounced incurable without amputa- 
tion *• 

A certificate. of this cure, and many of a. fanilar kind, 
may be had of MeflVs. Pearfoii and RoUafon, printers, at; 
Birmingham. 

Mrs. F , a- married woman, thirty years of age, had 

her brcaft drawn about five years ago. A month after- 
wards flie had violent pains in her breaft, and obfcrved a 
fraall hole on one fide of the uipplej , the pains gradually 

reached 



* The fituatlon of this patient was fo peculiar, that it was an 
'■inducement to Mr. Svrainfon to go down to Birmingham. He was 
accomp.:nied by two gentlemen, who paid particular attention ta 
this extraordinary cafe; and were not a 1 ttle aftoni/iicd,. that ia 
two months, from circiim fiances of the iitmoft defpondcucy and 
aanger, (he fhould be reftored to perfed health. 
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yeached the head, To that the motion even ©f a cosch \vzs-'^ 
excruciating ; the Ihin bones were fo affcfted that fhe could 
not bear a flocking or the bed cloaths on them. In thi'S 
ftate Ihe applied to the late Dr. Hunter, who fuppofed the 
cafe to be venereal ; but, on ftriftly examining her and her 
hufband, gave up his opinion; ordered blifters to her heady 
with Ibme other applications, with little efFcft. She con- 
tinued in this milcrable condition fome timej when her 
body being covered with eruptions, the nature of her dif- 
eafe became apparent; and the fymptoms of it difcovered 
themfelvcs on the hulband; they were therefore, in the 
fpring of 1780, put upon a courfe of mercurials by a 
furgcon of charafter and fkill. Though the evil was 
traced to its fource, and it was difcovered beyond a doubt, 
that her brcafl had been drawn by an infedcd woman : 
yet anxiety of nnind, the malignancy of the difordcr, and 
the baneful cffefts of mercurials, foon put an end to the 
Irfe of the huftand. The difeafe continued to encroach 
on her conftitution, in fpite of the endeavowts of the fur- 
gcon; and when it made its appearance in her throat and 
mouth, fhe thought it her duty to procure other affiftance. 
When fhe applied at Mercier and Swainfon's in Frith 
Street, Mr. Swainfon was ftiocked at her appearance. 
The tonfils, the uvula, and many of the furrounding parts, 
were nearly confumed, and the fpine was laid intircly bare. 
The ulcers in the roof of the mouth had made their way- 
through the palate, fo that the liquids (he attempted to fwaU 
low guflied out at her nofe. Her conftitution was injured 
almoft as much by the mercury as by the difeafe ; her ap. 
petite was nearly gone; her countenance pale; and her 
appearance cadaverous and fliocking. She was immedi- 
ately furnifhed v.'ith the Vegetable Syrup of Mr. De Vcl- 
110s, and in ten weeks the ulcers were healed, the holes in 
the palate grown up, and fhe left ofl' the medicine. She is 
now become fat, and her completion fine and ruddy. 

Mr. Swainfon will refer any inquirer immediately to the 
patient, as well as to feveral perfcns of fortune and charac- 
ter who interefted themfelves in her fate, and v/ere witneflcs- 
of the cure, A furgcon of eminence examined her, at Mr. 
Swainfon's requeft,, and he is ready to bear tcfcimon/ 
thefe fafts. 



I;t a Letter. 
To Doftor M E R C I E R. 
S I R, 

The extraordinary cure I have lately received by a courfe 
of your Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, binds mc in gratitude to 
.make known to the public the wonderful eifc£ls of that 
moft falutary remedy. As the time I' began the Syrup, I 
was afflifted with the mod melancholy and fevere venereal 
fymptoms that could poflibly be J ulcerations of the worft 
nuturc in the throat and palate; aim oft all I drank came 
through the nofe, the bones of which were confiderably 
aftefted. I had conftant excruciating pains in all my 
limbs, one of my knees was anchylofed, the ancles as 
well as fliin bones confiderably enlarged. I had been fa- 
livated in the Lock Hofpital, fince which I have been 
under the hands of many of the faculty, and of the firft 
confequencc in thair profeffion- Tired of life, and funk in. 
defpair, I was advifed to take your Syrup by a perfon re- 
ceiving a cure in a fimilar cafe. I am now in perfe£t 
health, radically cured of all my diforders, and a living 
witnefs of the great efficacy of the Original Vegetable Sy- 
rup. In gratitude for benefits received, I requcft my cafe 
maybe publilhed ; and am thankfully. Sir, 

Your ever obliged humble fervant. 

Long Acre, GEORGE OLIVER. 

Nov. 1 6, 1779. 



A scHiRRous Testicle. 

ro Mr. ISAAC S W A I N S O N, 

at No. 21, Frith Street, Saho. 

In January 1778, while at New York, I had a cold and 
fore throat for three weeks, and my left teflicle was prodi- 
gioufly enlarged and foftcned. For what reafoa I cannot 
guefs, the diforder pafTed to the right, which continued 
three months in a fimilar ftate, but by degrees grew hard. 
I came to England in May, but did not apply for afliftancc 
till Auguft, when a furgeon atKingfton upon Thames ad- 
vifed the fufpcnfion of it in a trufs. I adopted this 
method for a year and half ; but it became fo painful, and 
was attended witli a geaeral loSi of heaUb^ t\>9!^l had re' 

c*urfe 
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cGui fctoonc of the moft eminent and humane furge^ns in 
London, who pronounced it a fchirrous cafe, and adviled 
the extraftion of it, as the only means of recovering my 
health ; hinting it as his opinion, that it had arifen from 
Ibme unfortunate female conneftion. This, I knew, could 
not he the cafe. I determined not to fubmit to the dange- 
rous operation he propofed ; and he ordered me gentle 
phyfic, and camphorated fpirits, as an embrocation. Af- 
ter ufmg the latter two months without relief, I applied, 
by his advice, a poultice of linfeed meal, &c. for three 
months more : but having no profpeft of a cure, I began 
to fink under the moft melancholy defpair. On applying 
a poultice of bread and milk for fome months, it broke, 
and there ifTued a thin, watery matter, of a dufky colour, 
which every day grew thickpr and more ofFenfive. I was 
then pcrfuaded to confult a phyfician, who is now abroad ; 
lie ordered extrafl: of hemlock internally, and a fomenta- 
tion of hemlock and camomile. Thefe dreadful medi- 
cines, after long trial, afforded me no relief, tended only 
to confirm the defpair, under which ] muft have funk, if I 
had not heard of the aftonifliing effecl of Veinos' Vegeta- 
ble Syrup, in recovering Mrs. Svvaiufon of a palfy, occa- 
lioned by a fcnrl-.Tit-i/- UoK;* ; orvJ y«>"x- ac^ui mi nation in con- 

iequcucc to purchafe a fliare in the property of it 3 and to 
add the Canftion of your chara£ter for judgement and in- 
tegrity to its other recommendations to the notice and re- 
lief of your fellow creatures. * 

The ftate of the fcrotum, and the enormous fize and 
condition of the right tefticle, you might better defcribe 
than I can. The inflammation, which had reached the 
abdomen, was very alarming, and threatened a mortifica- 
tion. I was bled, and took two dofes of phyfic by your 
direftion. I then took the Syrup, ^Vhich in a few days to- 
tally removed the inflan:>ffiation. The fecond bottle pro- 
duced a copious difcharge of matter; the fvvelling de- 
crcafed ; and it is impoihble to exprcfs what I felt at the 
profpcft which I had loft for five years, that my health 
and fpirits would return. Before I had taken the fifth 
bottle, my wounds were healed, and the difeafed part re- 
ilored to a ftate of perfect foundnefs and health. I took 
two bottles more by way of fecurity : and having been re- 
covered from a ftate of mifery, wrctchednefi., and dcipair^ 
by means of your Syrup, I think it my duty to thank you 
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for ihe attention you paid me, and to intreat you wll! 
communicate my cafe to the world, that others in fimilar 
circumftances may experience the furprizing virtues of the 
Syrup, and enjoy the relief and happinefs which it has 
brought to me. 

I fhall take the greateft pleafure in anfwering the inqui- 
ries of any perfons you m»y refer to me. 
I am, Sir, 

With gratitude and refpedt. 
Your much obliged, and 

Moll obedient humble fertant, 

J?el>.s,nH' ELLIS PRICE, 

No. 48, Maiden Lane, Covent Garden, 

Attefted by Thomas Mainwaring, apothecary, Strand ; 
and William Naylor, apothecary, Bedford Street, Covent 
Garden, 



Charles Hulei, plaifterer, near the King David, Mile 
Hill, Briftol, had the venereal difeafe in 1783 ; for which 
he fubmitted to a mercurial courfe j the fymptoras difap- 
peared, and he was pronounced pcrfeftly cured. In a few 
months fweliings appeared in his neck and in each groin ; 
and an excruciating pain near the extremity of the fpine 
rendered him unable to walk. Contraftions of the limbs 
and pains in the head deprived him of fleep ; and by iofs 
of appetite, he became emaciated and wretched* In this 
condition he applied for Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, He 
was examined by a furgeon of eminence at Briftol, ac- 
cording to the general defireof the proprietor (Mr. Svvain- 
fon) to thofe who recommend the medicine. He was put 
on a courfe of the Syrup, and in fix weeks perfeftly 
cured. 

A certificate of the cure may be feen, and farther in* 
formation obtained, by applying to Mr. Pine, pfinter, at 
Briftol, 



